AN 


ARGUMENT 
—Z FOR 


| Self-Defence, 


Written about the Year 1687, 


Never before Publiſhed, 


/ And now offer'd to the 


OF THE 


GENTLEMEN 


0F THE 


Middle-Tonple 


1 ˙ 


— 


— — — — 


at the — in Pater - Nofter · Row. 


CONSIDERATION 


— 


1710. Price 2 d. 


4 Y 4 
1 — — —̃ͤ — 
— 
= ; of , b d 
- ; ” 


— woes 


tz 2 oa 


* 


„ 


„ 


RD „22 


— 


PSS. Lo 


F 
Aa eas 


SY co”. Ao +» 


” 


Is 


_—_— rye >, 


» > 


* 


mR 
4 ui * — *% * 


R 


7 
pull 


y > 


-- 


=; = 


5 4 — 1 * - * I — 
a ww . 
11 — * 
- %; N. 7 411 23888 ! - = , - 
— $ , = Pw 
hs. : - \ GE) ' ' 
— Do — 8 
4 , * LE 5% 1 
" Pay, - x 
** N 4 * 1 5 
— * os, L J 0 — 7 . o © ' - 
. - by ff 7 & 
$-wa — way: © | 1 
* . 0 
AY Me | 1 ee” — 
1 * * * 1 , Fo - 4 1 
* * — 1 4 * 5 
N . 1 ö LY A'S. n * 
— 5 ( 5 ( * a * 5 o 
$i nvy — — * gs - W of . F 
| . 7 — > 
PR | | WE % E *. * 23 - n 2 | 
— — ”% _—_ $4 . hind 
"NE Lo. * . hho * $ 
12 * f {PA 2 . {*V ; 
8 * x» j 0 * * 7 7 +» Yau — — 3 
— — warn wy F v : 1 3 [ 
. — * - — a 4 » ad 4 + 3 ' 75 } : 
5 pu mY , 
* — * 4 
* 9 
.. - RT — {ns * | 
Sn (92 | f * 7 * 
1 % — = . 9 1 
— 1 z * ” 
4 — 
3 at eo 4 OF 8 | 
4 * mat R * 8 * — 
2 — Re 1 * - w-, -* 
© 2X ap 7 . * : * + 
- . "of ; wt” * : * * ' 
ag 'Y ans; 8 a ny #4 ' , l 
ad ; 1 - if 1 by . a 
— er- b — ' 
©. voy _—_ = ot #4 25 * 
—— a OY 4 „ 
1 = * — * * * 7 | 
6 8 * — wn. a _ ” * 
* . — G * 3 9 * | , 
* | v., w 4 7 C* : * 
j * 17 { : * 7 | i 3 B * 
„ + * . ; — 8 1 — 
> * ©. | % * 3 
* ti 9 44 , | * 
/ ; 1 
— 8 CO 5 —  — „% 554 — 1 1 
4 * 2 " 


1 
. 


I. 
, 
| 
| 
| 


| «s # 
J * ff 


FOR 


SELF-DEFENCE, e. 


Gentlemen, WES 5 
O Uare Buſie at preſent enguiring wbether any 
manner of Reſiflance to the Supream Magiſtrate 
7s Lawful, which will Excuſe me in Publiſhing 
he Remains of a, Manuſcript Diſcourſe f a Worthy 


Perſon Deccas d; but be that as it will, you have it as 
ud it; only Pardon the Publiſher, if mbere the Copy 
torn or defac'd he leaves you in. 1 

the Author's Meaning. 


1 
7 
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An Argument for Self-defence. 


IS a Fundamental Law of Nature, and Univer- 

ſal Rule of Juftice, that Man ſhould be free from 
juries and Violence. This Freedom extends not only 
0 kis Life and Limbs, but to bis Poſſeſſions alſo, which 
re a Part of him, and ſo neceſſary to him, that take 
nay thoſe and you Rob him, if not of Life itſelf, 
leaſt of thoſe Enjoyments which make it Conhdera- 
le or Deſirable. But ſo deprav'd is Humane Nature, 
id ſo apt are Avatice and Ambition to make Men 
et the Obligations eg da under to one _—_— 
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ſure of Right and Wrong between Man and Man: 


Conſtat profecto ad ſalutem civium civitatumq; in columitaten 


(4) 
that *ris to little Purpoſe he has a Right to this Free- 
dom, unleſs he has it in his Power to Preſerve it, and 
Puniih the Infringers of it. God has therefore made 
it the Duty and Privſledge- of every Man to defend 
himſelf from Unjuſt Force, and to take Reparation 
for the Injury done him. * WE © 

"This, before the Forms of Government were fix'd 
in the World. or Laws invented to be the Rule of 
Life, before Juſtice was diſtributed by one common 
Perſon, to whom all might Appeal for Redreſs, could 
be no otherwiſe than every one Judging of the Danger 
or Injury, and oppoſing Force to Force, to Prevent 
the one, or Repair the other. Such a State of Equa« 
lity I call a State of Nature, which bad abundance of 
Inconyenjencies : For Self-love is apt to make us 
Partial where we are allow'd to be Judges in our own 
Caſe; and if the Sentence ſhall happen to be Equita- 
ble, perhaps the Injur'd Party is too Weak to Refiſt his 
Oppteſſor, ſo that the Innocent may often Suffer; or 
if a Man be in ſome Meaſure guilty, be Punifh'd be- 
'yond the Nature of his Crime, and the Mighty Tri- 
umph in Impunity : It was therefore neceſſary to fix 
on {ome Standing Rules, which ſhould be the Mea- 


Theſe we call Laws ; hence we ſee that 
Laws were ordained by the General Conſent, and 
For the Publick Good, which are ſo far from infring- 
ing Natural Liberty, that they are the only Means to 


enlarge and preſerve it; for Liberty is to be free from 


Violence and Oppreſſion. But, F Laws 
* Dr, and Student, Cap. 2. of the Law of Nature, +" © 

T Sanderſon de obligatione Conſcientiæ, 103. Leges nulla ala 
- ex cauſa nos tenent quam quod judicio populi receptæ ſunt. Idem 
p. 132+ Civilis autem regiminis eiuſq; que ipſi debita Obedientiæ 
finis eſt humanæ Societatis ſalus & tranquilitas Cicero de leg. l. 2 


vitamqʒ hominam quietam & beatam inventas eſſe leges. Ex que 

- ntelligi par eſt eos qui p:rn'icioſa & injuſta juſſa p*pulis de ſcrip 
erint cum contra fecerint quam policiti proſſeſſiq; ſint quidvt 
tus tuliſſe qu am leges. ä | 
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| (3) 
Laws being for the better governing Humane 
Societies are to no Purpoſe, unleſs duly executed, 
which made it neceſſaty that there ſhould be ſome 
Perſon or Perſons with ſufficient Authority to that 
End; and this could not be but by entering into 
Societies, in which every Individual gave up his Na- 
tural Right of judging for himſelf, and of uſing 
Force to Defend his Perſon and Goods, and con- 
ſented ro ſubmit to the Deciſion of the Laws, and 
common Juſtice, adminiſtred by One or more Per- 
ſons appointed for that End by the Whole, and for the 
ſame End arm'd with the Force of the whole Society. 
And hence came Political Power to be veſted in the 
Magiſtrate, who is Supream to a Particular Purpoſe, 
v1S- The Publick Good, by putting the Laws, which 
are the Publick Voice, in Execution. 
People then entering into Society, the better to be 


preſerved in their Lives and Properties, muſt be ſub- 
jet to me Laws of the Society by which they are pw- 


tected: And hence it is that it is not lawful for any 
one under Civil Government to take upon him to judge 
for himſolf, or to do himſelf Juſtice on the Ottender, 
becauſe there are known Laws and equal Judges, to 
which he may Appe il. Now this Diſability, ar ta- 
ther Right of App. al, being introduc'd for the Good of 

Rs Ef FW every 
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* Forteſcue de laudibus leg. Angliz, Cap. 13, & 14. Le Mir- 
ror, Cap. 1. S. 2. They (that , rhe Saxons in England) after great 
Wars and Troubles which they bad been under a long time, choſe em 4 
King to Reign over them, or to Govern the People of God, and 10 
Preſerve their Perſons and Goods by the Rules of Fuſtice, And, Cap. 7 
S. 1. The principal Abuſe is ibat the King is ouſtre le ley, whereas 
ougbe to be ſubj:Þ to 45 er is ſaid in hit 9ath. Cicero de leg. I. 3. 
Magiſtratis hanc 'effe- vim ut pcæſit præſcribatq; recta utilia 
conjuncta cum leg bus, ut enim Magiſtratibus leges ita populo 
preſunt Magiſtratus. — Du, Hamele Tract. de Fhiloſophia Mo- 
ral. Diſſert. de Juftitia, —--Deinde ne imbecilliores prædæ eſſent 
validioribus, quam quiſq; habuit vindicandi facultatem ju multi- 
tudinem aut potius in eum qui præeſſet trauſtulit, uti ille pro- 
videret ne curuſq; jus violaretur. 


every individual, and by-univerſal Conſent, ſhail ne- 
ver be extended to the Prejudice of any one, when 
he cann't have the Advantage is dehga'd him by it. 
And therefore, e: „ 
Every one under Civil Gov t may do what 
would have been Lawful for him in a State of Na- 
ture, in ſuch Caſes where he cann t have the Benefit 
of an Appeal to the Laws of the Commonwealth he 
Is under. By a State of Nature, I mean ſuch a State 
of Equality where there is no Superior Power on 
Earth, ro which a Man on any Injury Receiv'd or 
Th:cacen'd may have Recourle for Relief; and there- 
Fore where Two Men are without this common Judge, 
they ate with reſpe& to one another in, a State of 
Nature. Now let it be obſerv'd, tbat tho' I am ina 
Country where there are Laws and Judges, yet if 1 
am by Violence put out of a Capacity of taking the 
Benefit of em. it is the ſatne to me as if there were 
none at all. As for Inftance,, „ 
The Law fays, That whoſoever Kills another with 
Malice, without Provocation, willingly, is guilty of 
' Murder, and ſhall Die for it; the ſame Law for 
very good Reaſons ſays further, That the Murderer 
* ſhall be put to Death according to Law, in a Manner, 
and by Perſons appointed by it, and that if any one 
do it orherwiſe he too is guilty of Murder: Cer-] 
tainly this is better than the State of Nature Puniſh 
10 meuts, Which give. Way tog much to Malice and Re- * 
venge. But if a Villain puts a- Dagger to my Throat, 
ort Aſſaults mo in ſo violent a manner that flying would 
inevitably be my Death, in this Caſe I am Excusd 
in killläg him in my owp Defence; far i cant appeal 
to the Law, my Life is in extream Dang 2; and the In- 
Jury deſignd is irreparable; I am therefore call'd} . 
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down to dhe Exerciſe of an Ancient Power, which II, 
Parted with on no other Terms but for my better Fe. 
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; Civil Laws ha did wholly take way the 
Right of Self-defence between Equals; which God and 


Narure have intruſted every Man With. 1 Ay E. 
quals, for lam chming to char Sel 1 defence When 
reſpotts che Suprem Magiſtrate. -- i 

And nobe by Self defente 1 wollch inöt be tos 
to meat à baute tunmpg ſtom the Stroke,” avoid ing A 


Blow, but doing Whatſovver is neceſſaty to Preſerve 
from — Mes. | 
ng back 


my own: Life 'of Property 
This 


every os When we Talk of g 
to the Wall, wh pdrawing-on che AI — ihe 
far 2s a. daß eig g wih Saftty is ro the Wall, 
anll if che "AfſiutPhe 15 violent that tis dangerous to 
terite, I um at dhe Wall already: In thorr, +44 

11 Reſiſtanes ohen tis ab — nece to 
Dar 'rily own Like 3"% date ſy nies 


that. dr bas 21 ms 
1 'The'Stteof Natüre * 789 U Equal 
none elaiming ere — /pe ſo is p 
pod Stäte Gf Las; from: whetice ir follows, 
tb ho Body has à Rigtit ro 'a"Poktiedl Power over 
another, e ds he is 1 Member of Civil Society, 
and ſo! ſubſec to, and protected by, the Laws of it, 
he due Executien of which rhis Superior is 7 — 
- with for good of the whole, and as far 2s is confilt 
| with" that che Preſet vation of every Individual. 
2 WNow'iff 2 Magiſtrate be Supream oply by Vittue of 
AelIlzws, (which fire the only "fanding Voice of 


he 
JN 4 will Tolforw that ce where — 
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1 — de Laud. Leg. c. 13. ad Tutelam nam gebot 
— put 


- -ÞAC... EQL1UM..COLPALRM.&.. 
& ad hoc, poteſtat pulo efflux £ — non 
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Laws don't interpoſe, he is a Private Man, and we 
- are Equal. To apply this to an Inſtance like the for- 
mer: The Prince without any Cauſe Aſſaults me 
in ſo violent a manner that tis impoſfible for me to 
defend my Life withour returning the ſame Violence; 


. what ſhall Ido? I can have no Benefit of thoſe goed 


Laws which he is to Execute, or that equal Juſtice he 
is to diſtribute, and for that End only is put abbve 
me, (for it cann't be to my Prejudice.) if therefore 
theſe don't interpoſe to ſave me from Unlawful Vio. 
lence, which was the ſole End of em, tis Abſurd: to 
imagine they ſhall tomy inevitable Deſtruction, which 
they would, did they make it Treaſon or Rebellion, 
- Unlawful to Reſiſt him in this Caſe z and where the 
Laws don't inter poſe, we are Equal, 


Being Equal then, and he the Agreſſor, if cant 


otherwiſe ſave my oun Life than by taking away his, 


——— — — —— we — 


it may be ſaid perhaps, No, you muſt not Kill him, 
for his Death would be a Pablick Loſs, and therefore 
far beyond any Injury be can offer a fingle Perſon. 
For this Time I'll ſay, that if he ſo far abandons him- 
ſelf to all that is bad, as to Kill a Subject (who cer- 
tainly was not Born for his Diverfion) in cold Blood, 
there will be no great Loſs to the Publick in his 
Death. But it ſeems this is not the Caſe, the Prince 
muſt not be ſuppos d ſo Barbarous as to attempt to 
Murder a Man; yet fince he is but a Man of like In- 
firmities, and one that is told he ought to Act with- 
out Controul, and that but to queſtion his Proceed - 
ings is little leſs than Blaſphemy, (a Learned King's 
Words,) we muſt allow 'tis poſſible. However, 
There are other Inſtances in which tis poſſible 
for a King to bettay his Truſt, endeavouring to ſub- 
Mee ends ie e be. * den 
n l or LEA: * 11211 


* 
* * 
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ese ſeems 10 be fome Lines wanting. 
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vrt ard extirpate the Laws and Liberties'of his Peo- 
le, by aſſuming and exerciſing a Power of diſpenſing 
with the Laws be is to govern by, and making uſe of 
the Force of the Community, in Standing Armies, 
againſt the Liberty of the Subject, to back his own Ar. 
bivary Proceedings; and if this happens to be the 
Cafe, how much more juſtifiable is Reſiſtance in the 
whole Body of the People, ſo as to preſetve them- 
ſelves from Ruin, than in one Single Perſon, whoſe 
particular Wrongs may never affect the whole? * 

Nobody doubts but the General Good is to be pre- 
ferr'd by the Publick to any Private Man's Advan- 
tage ; and therefore more Caution us'd to prevent 
Publick Calamities than Private 73 It follows 
then, that if it be lawful for a fingle Man to reſiſt 


* 


unlawful Force with Force, when his Life is in Dan- 
ger, tis much more fo for the whole Body, or the 


Majority of the People, when their Laws) are Can- 
cell d, ot in apparent Danger of it; and conſequently 
their: Eſtates, Lives, Liberties, and all that is Valua- 
ble in this World, ſubjected ro the Arbitrary De- 
crees of one Perſon, arm'd' with the Force of the 
Society, and generally ſupported by all the Arts of 
Learning and Religion. But the better to ſet out the 
Heinoufneſs of his Crime, and the mighty Danger of 
ſuch Practices, tis beſt to rake a Survey of the Bene- 


fits Men receive from Good Laws, and the Milery that 


would follow on a Diſſolution of m. 
And now methinks there ſhould be no Difficulty in 
convincing the unprejudic d, that for this very Incon- 


venience, viz. the want of Law, Mankind weary of 


the State of Nature, wheretbe Weak were in con- 
tinual Danger of the Strong; he ſtill inſultiag the 

a eak, 
— —-— — 


*I the Autbor bad been ſo Happy as to beve 11 to tbe Keveluni- 


on be would bave ſeen this in other Words, in the Claim e Rights, 
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Weak, in Danger himſelf of a ſtronger /Neighbur 
quickly came into Societies, and were contetit' tobe 
ſubjedt to the Laws by which they were protected. * 
And if this be the End of Law, he that deſtroys 
thoſe brings us back again to a State of Nature; with 
this only Difference, that whereas then Mien wer in 
Danger of one another, but not without Hapes of Re. 
medy, ſince tas the Duty and Iatereſt of evety one 
to aſſiſt the injur d Party againſt his Oppreſſor, now 
they ate all Subject to ane Man, who; - according to 
the Doctrine of unlimited -- Paſſive Obediente, is to 
act without Reſtraint, whatever Miſcief he may de- 
ſign. But to be better ſatisfied, that the Happineſs of 
one People becomes the Envy of their *Noighbours , 
from this Difference, that one has good Laws duly 
etecuted, the other none ar all, or at leaſt i ſubject to 
the Prinbe's Pleaſure ; woby are we here dn Ezgland in 
a bettet Condition than te Subjects l ofto France, or 
Demmas t? Fm ſure we think our ſebees fo, and are 
apt to be proud of it, * and our Engliſb Liberty ;/if 
Any one is of another Mind tis a Thoufänd ! Pities 
he had not his Heart's Deſite, and a Pair ef Wooden 
+*Shves there. + We here enjdy the Fruits of our Honeſt 
Induſtry, every one undethis. Vine aud Fig-rree, Soli- 
cCitous fdr nothing but the Happineſs of Her that de- 
-rives theſe Bleſſings on us. In ſhort, if Peace and 
Quietneſs be' ttieEfte& of good Laws, and à jut Tem- 
perament of Power; if >Subcels Abroad, and Liberiy 
at Home, ba owing to a Happy Adminiſtration What 
diſmal Canſequences has e to anfwer for, that by 
deſtroying all Order and Rule does wyhat in him lyes 
to let looſeabe Reverſe uff all theſe! Ble on 2 
Nation over which he was'iſet for their:Good. Merit 


bene- 


* 1 —— — N 
„ Fottzde Lauds Leg? & 2/ Nr ulio pacto FeMzlüdda proprio 
Arbitris unqguum ſe in Negum Corporavit Tit ut pet em & 
ſua quorum diſpendia fomidabat tutius yuamlaftes' Poſſiderent. 
* Forteſcue, Cap. 35, & 36. The Compariſon. 


ken, the P der ceaſes; therefore if the Supre 
Power was 164 gdir "the Magiſtrate, f in e 0 the 


(11) 
bene eien legis amittit qui legum ipſunt Alboerttre 
intendit. 
0j. To this will be objQcd, that indeec all theſe 
Advantiges' you have been talking of are owipg to a 
good Goy——t, and great is that” Prince's, Crime 
that endeavouts to rob you of em; but for it heis 
accountable” to none but God ; and that the Subjet 
ought rather to endure all this, and more, than iſobey 
God's Command, Reſiſt not. 

J ſuppoſe they mean that, tie Magiftrate. is Supream 


on Earth, and therefore accountable to none but God. 


In Anſiver te this, I beg leave to ſay, Wbete 2 Power 
is given. to aby Man with 4 Truſt to the att ining any 
End; if 7 5 End be not purſu: d, and ſo the Truſt bro- 


well- ovexning he ec le committed to his Char .. 


if that End be not anfwer'd, but, on the contrary, 


People are mide a Prey 16 his "unbounded Dominion, 
theit Live and Foxturiss depending on his Caprice and 


Humour," His Power cus a Abusꝰd ceaſes, and he be- 
bad Private N Man; a "ref ut (which here 


is but Self. defence) cah never be rehilting the Ordinance | 


of God, fince tbat 48 reſfiting the ower, not the Per- 
ſon. in thè aboſeof it. 


would be little Keb Blaſp bemy to fa thar 


God ever ſet one Mar rover iltfons for their Deſtrutti- 
on; or that in this Senſe Power is the Ordinance of 
' God; it muſt be A for their Good. Indeed, for 


the Sins of a e! & has ſuffer d a prevailing Con- 
2 124 þ 241 Mak: 


1 0 — Ie Laud. c is. Et ad "wk e 2 0 
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. talis Jndexetur (i; deinder: Pereggimi legibus atm 


L ſi legibus- illis, . 
e amy — 2 e — 5 — - 


hujuſmodi ſuper ipſos aullam obtineret poteſtatem, 


© pale) innoyaretur ſubſtantia pro chjus 


: 5. — a jactura_ut pro ſuorum kutele corporym 15 
rid, pröpas Arbi ade, fader 272 
teſtas hujuſmodi ab ipſis erupiſſe, & — it non ab ipſis Rex 
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Auetor to carry em Captive, or to oppreſs em in 


Iz 


their own County; thus he Sold his People, the Iſrae- 
liets, into the Hands of Chuſanriſhathaim, and of 


Jabin; he ſtrengthen'd Eglon againſt em, deliver d 


em into the Hands of Midi an; but ſtill left a Right in 
em to uſe all the Means they were able to get out of 
their Bondage, which becauſe they could not be ef- 
feQual without his Concutrence, (as no Humane En- 


deavòurs can.) he is ſaid to deliver em again, but 


*ewas ſtill in a Way of Reſiſtance, Judges 3, 4, 6. 


2 Kings 18. v. 7. And the Lord was with him, and be 
proſpered mbereſorver be went forth; and be rebelled 
againſt the King of Aſſyria, and ſerv'd him not. | 


Obj. But twill be farcher objetted, that rho? the 


Magiſtrate exceed the Bounds of bis Commiſſion, and 
Chat in thoſe Inftances he cann't be ſaid to aft by it, 
Jaud ſo not Supream, yet in other Caſes he is Su- 
1 fill, and therefore in no wiſe to be reſiſted, 


ce any Reſiſtance will affeck his whole Power. 
To this I. ſiy, that if it be true, then Reſiſtance 
in the firſt Caſe, where the Magiſtrate puts a Dagger 


to my Breaſt, would be unlawful ; for that would at- 
' feQtually diveſt him of his whole Power: Beſides, 
let it be obſerv'd, that the Lawtulneſs of Reſiſtance is 
laid down only on a Suppofition that the Laws are 


Cancell d, and the Courſe of Juſtice hinder d by Force; 


- and if that happens, I ſeeno Reaſon why the Prince 
mall defiroy one part of the Laws that relate. to the 
Sudjects Liberty, Cc. and take Ad vantage of anöther 
Fart which makes him Supream, when he is Supream 
only the better to Preſerve the Subjects Liberty, by 
Putting the Beneficial Laws in Execution. 
I confeſs I have in this Argument made uſe of a 
_ - Suppoſition:,} that there was one a2 Time when there 
was no Government in the World, aud that Men choſe 
chemſelves Governours, and came out of che State of 
Nature, the better to live together, and ptaſerue their 


© vw 


Lives 
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(3) 
Lives and Properties. Indeed, I know' no great Ne- 
c:ſſity of this Hypothefis, for whenceſoever Power be 


deriv'd, be it from the Conſent of Men, or God's Ap- 


ointment, it muſt be for the Publick Good, which 
ing the End of it, whoever, let him come by it as 
you pleaſe, abuſes it to another and conttary End, 
torfeirs it. As for God's Deſignation, if it be lawful 
to refiſt a Tyrant that was ſet over a People for a 
Scourge to em, and that was the Sole End of his Pro- 
motion; (as by the Places cited out of the Sctipture 


it appears it was,) it is much more ſo when the Ma. 


giſtrate was appointed for the Good only of the Peo- 


ple, and abuſes the Power he has to their Deftru- 
tion. And no other End can God have in ſetting one 
above another, bur either to execute his Vengeance 
on 2 Sinful People, or to diſpence Judgment and Ju- 
ftice in the World. However, the Suppoſition of a 
State of Nature, and of the Original of Goy>—r, 
by the Conſent of the Individuals, will not appear ſo 
_ unreaſonable if we conſider that there has never been 
any other SatisfaQtory Account given of the Beginnings 


of lawful Monarchies, (for I meddle not with Con- 


queſt and Uſurpation;) and unleſs the firft Man was 
immediately Monarch of the Univerſe, which will 
never be made appear, there muſt bave been a Time 
when there was ne Civil Government in the World, 


and Men were at liberty to fix on what Form they 


pleaſed. I know I ought not to cite any more Autho- 
rities ; but I cann't paſs by Cicero de Off: l. 2. Mibi 
quidem non ſolum apud Medes ſed apud Majores 
noſlrus * flitie fruende causd videntur, olim bene 
Reges Morat i Conflituti, Nam cum premeretur i nops 
Multi tudo ab tis qui Majores opes babebant, ad virum 
aliguem Confugiebant , Virtute preflantem 3 qui 


cum prohiberet injurid temuiores æquitate Conſtituenda 


ſummos cum infimis pari jure retinebant. ' E ademg 
. Conſtuuendum, legum fait cauſa que Regum, Jus 


* 
„ — — —_ _— ww - 4 
* 


en 
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um | ſemper guæſitum eſt eguabile aliter non mt off j jus. 

ah uno juſto & bono viro Conſequebuntur es efant 

Wuntenti, cum id Minus Contrgerit Leger fant * 
- gue cam omnibus ſemper. unt arg; cadem voce, 

e Erap bec quidem perſpicuum eſt eos. 44 = 

| 2 digi ſolitos quorum de juſtitia magna eſſet 

3 9 bee Mulitudinis. mas no Remarks on this 


58 Reader will be e perſwaded there " 
5 2 7 13 


5 00% T0 what bas been TIF for Reſiſtance tis 
2 d, chat it. opens a Way to oe Be and 2 
on; and that tis better ro ſuffer the greateſt Ty- 
many than nn into a Civil War. 
- - «Fo, this I fay, admitting my Doftrine be true, I 
daa m got to anſwer for the, Conſequences of it, which 
7 . very Far, If we confidet.-;th at there is 
u Hazafd in 4 Reßiſtance, unleſs the Majority at leaſt | 
. be bile of the Danger they are in ad then no 
Matter how ſogn, tis prevented. It cann't be ſaid that 
bx this Doctrine if any ons thinks -binaſelf abus d he 
will take upan himſelf, to teh 5 \ perhaps he has 2 
Right to it ; but there; is- no er ibat he will, 
1 unleſs he be Mad, and deſires to be Jane'd. And for 
the other Objection, that twill be a Means of Blood- 
.--:thed, that will bold 4 lrogether as well if a Ruffian 
aſlavits me jo the 1 14 or at leaſt in the Caſe 
ob a Foreign Invaſion; yet there tis 1 better to fo 
| ' . oppoſe Force to Force an bear all the Conqueror 0 
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e's 17056. The Defignztion'and 'Appointment of | particular Perſons 
to the . — of the Goy———t, this is Humane, 
aud the Dftribation of the Power of Gov——t into one, or more, 
. Heads, this likewiſc is Humane, this is the Ordinance of Man only; 
hich 5 1% got be unleſs People were at liberyy 10 fix” on'whas Form 
. plalſed, n dere bad been a Tin in which #0 Form 
xed on, which 1 e, called a S. ate of Naturr. 


(15) | 
is the ſame, whether they are ſubject to the Tyranny © +4 
of a Foreigner, or their own Sovereign; with this 
only Difference, the firſt is under no Obligation to 
em, has broke no Truſt, as the other has. Bur if all 
the Fear be of a Civil War, and Outrages one among 
another, it may as well be ſaid an Uſurper muſt not 
be oppoſed if aſſiſted by our own Countrymer only, 
for that might occaſion Bloodſhed and Outrages one 
among another. | | | 
I hope Nobody will think this Argument ſuffici- 
ently anſwer'd by ptoducing the Homilies of our 
Church, or the Oxford Decree againſt it; for I muſt 
beg him grant me, that Nobody, of Men, howe- 
ver Learned or Impartial in their Search of Truth, . 
are Infallible; and therefore their bare aſſerting a 
Thing ſhall never eftabiiſh it for a Truth never to 
be diſputed. Beſides, till I fee the Practice of the 
Church and Ulniverſity agreeable to thoſe Rules I 
ſhall not take much Pains toreconcile my Doctrine to 
em. » ; 1 
P. S. It may ſeem unſeaſonable in me to pubiſha _ © % 
Diſcourſe of this Nature, at a Time when the Matter 
in Debate has receiv d the moſi Solemn Determination _- 
We, of this Nation, ever knew ; but I knom People 
will not acquieſce in Solemn Reſolutions, nor do I de-. 
fire they ſbould any farther than as Rules of Peace, . 
but I hope thoſe Gentlemen who will not allow a Par. 
lament to judge for em in Matters of Civil Concerss, 
will never trouble ut again with General Councels, or 
the Power of the Church, to decree Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, and its Authority, in Controverſies of Faith. 
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